
True and False – references 

1. We’ve had a lot of hot summers in the past few years but none were as hot as 
the summer of 1976. 

False: 
15 of the UK's top 20 warmest years on record have all occurred this century - with the 
entire top 10 within the past two decades. 
Met Office Climate Information Centre. 
UK weather: 2022 was warmest year ever, Met Office confirms - BBC News 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-64173485 
UK heatwave: How do temperatures compare with 1976? - BBC News 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/62212604 

2. Living car-free reduces carbon emissions, on average, more than taking one 
fewer long-haul flight a year. 

True: 
Living car free:                                            2.04 tCO2 p.a. 
Electric car:                              1.95 tCO2 p.a. 
One less long-haul return flight:                                          1.68 tCO2 p.a. 
Vegan diet:                               0.8 tCO2 p.a. 
Ivanova et al 2020 
Quantifying the potential for climate change mitigation of consumption options - 
IOPscience 
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/ab8589 

3. Eating fruit grown locally, and in season, can reduce its carbon footprint by as 
much as 750%. 

True: 
Highly perishable veg and fruit, such as asparagus and berries, may be flown in when out 
of season, but you can buy UK produce when it’s in season and freeze it. Compare 
strawberries bought in season locally at 490g C02e per 250g punnet with those grown 
locally in a hothouse out of season, or flown in from South Africa, at a whopping 3.65kg 
C02e for the same weight. 
The simple formula to cut your diet’s carbon footprint - BBC Food 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/articles/carbon 

4. Wild mammals make up only a quarter of the world’s mammals, with three 
quarters being ourselves and our larder of livestock. 

False 
In fact livestock makes up 62% of the world’s mammal biomass and humans account for 
34%, which leaves wild mammals at just 4% by this measure, far less than a quarter. 
(Biomass measures each animal in terms of tonnes of carbon, the building block of life. In 
1900 the biomass of wild animals is estimated at 17% of the total, so humans have always 
affected their environment but we are doing so more and more.) 
Data from Our World in Data (and Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences) 
https://ourworldindata.org/wild-mammals-birds-biomass 
Bar-On, Y. M., Phillips, R., & Milo, R. (2018). The biomass distribution on 
Earth. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 115(25), 6506-6511 
 



5. The biggest contribution to greenhouse gas emissions in Sutton is from domestic 
gas use. 

True: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/64a67b6f7a4c23000cbba247/2005-21-uk-
local-authority-ghg-emissions-update-060723.ods 
Data from Department for Energy Security and Net Zero 
The next biggest contributors are traffic on minor roads and domestic electricity use. 

6. Consumer behaviour change has only a small role to play in combating climate 
change, really it’s all down to big industries and government to change 

False: 
According to the IPCC we need a reduction of the average UK carbon footprint from 8.5 to 
2.5 tCO2 by 2030 to stay within 1.5 degrees C warming, and most measures require some 
behaviour change. One-third of emissions reduction needs to come from consumer 
behaviour change alone. 
IPCC report 2022 
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg2/ 
 

7. The wealthiest tenth of the global population is responsible for nearly half (48%) 
of all greenhouse gas emissions, whilst the poorest half of the world's 
population emits less than 12% of total greenhouse gases. 

True: 

This comes from: 
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41893-022-00955-z 
These two articles also use this source (and are a bit less technical and easier to read). 
https://www.ecowatch.com/greenhouse-gas-emissions-wealthy-poor-comparison.html 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-56723560 

8. Small island developing states such as Cuba and Tuvalu are 150 times more 
likely to be displaced by extreme weather disasters than communities in 
Europe. 

True: 
Climate-fuelled disasters were the number one driver of internal displacement over the 
decade to 2019 – forcing an estimated 20 million people a year from their homes. Today, 
you are seven times more likely to be internally displaced by cyclones, floods and wildfires 
than by earthquakes and volcanic eruptions, and three times more likely than by conflict. 
While no one is immune, it is overwhelmingly poor countries that are most at risk. Eighty 
percent of those displaced in the last decade live in Asia – home to over a third of the 
world’s poorest people. Small island developing states such as Cuba and Tuvalu make up 
seven of the 10 countries that face the highest risk of internal displacement as a result of 
extreme weather events. 
Oxfam Report 2 December 2019 
Forced from Home: Climate-fuelled displacement (openrepository.com) 
 

 


